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Chapter 6 _ Biailding the Image 
pp. 106 - 9 : 

An'’ 6 her aspect of extremism emerged from a lett‘=^r Hoover hqd 
Britten te the JnsiErnti-a Euraan af tge Labar EeSL^feLt 
that it refuse -co free any prisoner in bail until" he had ac^refd^o 

detectives. Hocysr argued that this 
- '• ^ --.mp . r^-ancs , stressed that it was necessary to zet 

conceded that it would virtually dsge^t thf ends 
f justice if prisoners couldn’t be induced to sive the information 
necessary for their o^n deportation. Ha onnosed let^^-ar 

t?^LestiS^^ anyone* "until they '^hSd submitted 

Z-, indeed, adopted. The Bureau’s orders 

to the branch offices stated that "uersons taken into cu^toSy are no? 
t:o be pe^itted to communicate with any outside person untU^after 
examination by this office and -until permission ?s tEf 

^^4^47 General Palmer was asked for an explanation ofthls 
order, which flouted the basic and vital ^Imerican nrinc^p“e that a 
man must not be threatened and c-erced into tss-L-^of^n^ 
self, that he has a right at all times to the Ev^c^ ?f c;;Ssel 
palmer protested: "At the time, I knew-nothing about. n I never 

heard of it until long afterwards." H-.-.yer was th^n 4 

stringent incomniunicado rule had been adopted 
because subordinates in the Labor Department wanted it tSt way. 

An example of his deep comjfiitment to the cause of bureaucrati r> 

til* laqull7 IntE the dL.S S? 

-e.roit raids. some 8OO persons had '.been arrested in DEbEt and 

7-/^7 three to six days into a veritable Black Hoi^oJ Cal- 
cutta, a dark, winaowless, narrow corridor in the city’s antiquated 

tBenty.fe..;,, Se 

f^ d. i hey were packed so closely together that' they cou]d not lie 
down, and t^re was just ope toilet for the lot of tLm. Such in- 
hiimane treatment provoked expressions of outrage from th^- Tbnw 

ing citizens, and from the mayor and other officials'. A lEterVrom 
a Detroit lawyer, read before the Senate committee, charged- ' "Th“ 

not sufficient to efen’oomPopta 

bly stand up. . . . The agents of the Department of Justice did not 

SriSoLrs^hlld^" attorney or the wife of any relative to see the 
prisoners held. ... At the fost Office Building the aliens Had t© 

floors, there being no bedding or covers, nor any other 
or their natural needs." 

. . ^ 2 ';’over promptly telegraphed Arthur L. Barke-o-, Betro-!t branch 

Investigation, for an explanation of the ‘ 
oharges. The answer, addressed "Attention Mr. Hoover." was submitted 
to the senate committee. It insisted that the rrisSers Ed bSEwefl 

Tae floor on which they had slept wasn’t stone but wood, 

in f^hich they had been confined wasn’t crashed, but 
ns measuring h ,$12 fss square feet, which allied ap- 

pr ximately eig„t square feet for the occuuancy of every al-fen held " 

r,,d picture Of conditions in Detroit recei?sd d^' 

rude jolt when the Senate committee, still skeptical, stamaoned befoE 
it ¥. 0, Garr-edj assistant custodian of the biillding. Under Garred's 
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testimony, the Bureau’s spacious i(.,5l2- square- foot corridor shran^k 
to a minuscule 448 square feet. For the 8 OO prisoners this reu-oe- 
sented soiaething like half a square foot apiece. There was, said 
Garred, just o^e dim skylight 'opening onto the roof. There was o^iy 
the One toilet, and men had to stand in line, forty to fifty at a 
time, waiting for its use. Some couldn’t wait. "Before many’days' 

. . . the stench was quits unbearable in some parts of this cor'oidor 
and room, Garred testified. ‘ ^ 



The Red Raids had been ' conducted to the accompaniment of much 
patriotic dr\m_beating and to the applause of an overwhelmingly con 
seryative and generally imperceptive journalistic claque. For a time 
in many quarters, the harassment of the Beds, however brutal at what- 
ever cost^to civil liberties, was considered a highly laudable achieve- 
ment. Ana i-almer, until sober second thoughts began to set in soeraed 
■CO be r-^ini^ a strong race for election by acclamati-n as evel^/ man’s 

flush of achievement, there was -^ne disturble net- 
tle of failure. The Bureau of Investigation, desuite that steady 
aay-by-day progress it had reported six months earlier, seemed r.o 

it had been 



closer to soiving_ the myste:c*y of the great bomb plots than 



■'lished. This 
On the federal 
effort to remove 



one night when the front of Palmer *s residence was dem' 
was a blot thatmxsiiM could hardly -be allowed to stand" 

escutcheon, and detectives now embarked on a desperate 

it. - . , V 

In trying to track dotjn the origin of the "Plain 'JopGs" flier 
found at the bon-.binfi- sites, the-o- hnri -rr-eh a tip that the'type" 

‘ -- X-. -he printer, Robert Elia, 

was piGxed up by Bureau agents on F’ebruary Rd, I 920 , and on March 7 
anarea Ealsedo, a typesetter in the same shop, was taken into custody. 

lilar to that on which 
cooRiyn shop 

■ ' I . , ^ -^ 1 -- •* the printing 

Oi ^_uae_anarcnistic tract. Even so, hhe Bureau had no evidence on 
which it could hold the two men on a criminal charge; it had 'indeed 
no ■;? a\ithority under the cur-rent laws to a.rrest them. This, to the"" * 
bureau, was a technicality that 'did not matter. Ena and slisedo’Wre 
taken to the Rew Xopk' off ices of the Bureau, a suite of 'rented roo^s 
on the four-teenth floov df the building afl5-2l Park Row. There they 
were held prisoners without writ, warrant, dr charse of an-v kind ure_ 



been set in a B.rookiyn pain^ shop 
up by Bureau agents on F’ebruary 2 

- redo, a typesetter in the same shop 

The Burea.u rater mainta.lned that pink ■papei'* _ 

Plain ?ioi-ds" had been printed - had been found in the B 
and that peculiarities of type faces found there matched 



two months. 



ferred against them .. and they were held for 
Note: _^There follow several pages of the b.rui:alities of this 



con- 



finement", ending with the mysterious "suicide" of saisedo. 




